Makeover Magician

BARBARA EBERLEIN

Center City showplace combines
18th century design with modern romance

BY SUSAN PEVAROFF BERSCHLER  This is a story about a marriage.

PHOTOS BY DAVID GEHOSKY It's about a wedding of the intuitive to the technical — the emotional
to the intellectual. Joining these forces successfully is the ultimate
goal of any creative design process, says Barbara Eberlein, of Eberlein
Design Consultants Limited, in Center City. “If you've done all of the
information gathering and you've been a scholar of the kinds of rooms
that you want to recreate, then you can combine (the research) with
an intuitive feeling about what you're after and produce beautiful
environments that look like they've always been there.”

And so it was that Eberlein teamed with architect Spence Kass of

Kass and Associates, and transformed what she laughingly calls her
clients’ “empty concrete box of an apartment” into a magnificent
Rittenhouse Square showplace. The final result is infused with historical
references, painstaking architectural detail and a spirit she calls
“unabashedly 18th century Continental.”
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A vaulted ceiling overhead and classic marble design underfoot give
the foyer a palatial feel.

from Makeover Magician
Barbara Eberlein

Mirrors are one of my favornte things
People always ask me to mirror the
walls so everything will look bigger,
but it's not that simple.

First ot all, try to aive the mirror something to sit back
into some architecture in front of 1t

Then study and test what the mirror 15 aoing to be refleci-
mg. Don't put a miurror across from sormething that is inher-
ently unattractive. The result will be doubly Lunattractive
Think about what you'ie going to see

If you're gomg to put mirrors across from each other, use
good-quality materials to eliminate the fun-house effect and
think about that double message vou're getting If it's done
properly it'll provide tremendous depth and the ability to
make those walls disappear 0 a way that nothing else can
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Hand-woven Italian fabric adds romance to the oversized 18th-century
American bed.

“This approach is reserved for enormous buildinas with arches span-
ng huge spaces,” points out Eberlein. "By modifying the concept for

wer celling, we could imply that the celling was incredibly impor

tant Vi er clie ame to Ebe lar photograph
Eberlein knew they were on the same wavelen Kass' vote made
It unanimous, and inspiration became reality. “We had our fingers
rossed ... but it worked.” The classic marble designs underfoot rei
force the celling's carefully crafted detail
You don't have to venture far into the apartment to find the flawless

fusion of imagination and technology. In fact, you just have to step off

the elevator, Faced with a front door/elevator door that opened almost
directly into a wal and a nallway that seemed like an enaless bowl
g alley Eberlein conceved another problem-solving desian scheme
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This time she carved out a visually exciting entryway by breaking up
the hallway with a backht fountain. It's a ruse that makes you feel like

the outdoors 1s just on the other side — a pretty neat trick considering
you're on an upper tloor of a high rise. "It's a total lie, but It works,’

laughs Eberlein

There are no illusions in the master suite, (ust romance pure and sim
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ple, from the hand-woven [talian fabric on the oversized 18
American bed, to the taupe and rose marble master bath tf
a magnificent city view from the tub.

This 1s actually the second |oint décor adventure for Eberlein’s clients
The first took place early in the couple’s relationship. Eberlein’s origina

chient was haltway throuah decorating another apartment in the same
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bullding when he met | to-ne While her arrival on the scene

Ed I ] Nne goal Was ((

Hefn1orous yet imvitung iving spdace d little F'J._Iicl-:_'(': n the sky” that

family and friends with its warmth and comfort

would welcome
It's a direct reflection of their personalities and a tangible expression
of their love for each other.
This i1s a story about a marriage

Susan Pevaroff Berschier is the editor of Home & Desian




Resources

* |nterior Designer
Eberlein Design Consultants Limited
Center City
215-790-0300

* Dining Room
Table and Chairs: Trouvailles
Area Rug: Renaissance Carpet

* Foyer
Alcove and Entry Light: Greens Lighting
Demi Lunes: Antique Showcase
Sconces: Nesle

e Living Room
Sofa Frames: Avery Boardman
Sofa Fabric: Quadrille
Moldings: Decorator Supply
Mirrors: Friedman Bros.
Ottoman: Charlotte Moss
Fabric: Scalamandre
Cocktail Table: Collection Reproduction
® Master Bath
Marble: Norwegian Rose Marble
* Master Bedroom
Bedding Fabric with Trim: Scalamandre
Bench: Farges
e Master Sitting Room
Cocktail Table: Lewis Mittman
Lounge Chair: Baker
Sofa Fabric: Brunschwig & Fils
Drapery Fabric: Old World Weavers

Entry-way fountain is back-lit to give
the illusion that the outdoors is just
on the other side.
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