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french accents

Two Francophiles transform a Malvern contemporary into their version of a Normandy chateau. By Tara Behan

Atleastonce ayear, Susan and Jeff Hedrick
travel to Paris. The trip usually com-
bines business—Jeff owns an engineering
company—with pleasure. Through their
excursions in France, the Malvern cou-
ple has gained a serious appreciation for
the country’s architecture, especially the
Normandy style.

When the Hedricks began looking for
a new home in Willistown Township, they
hoped to find an approximation of one
of the French chiteaus they so admired.
Three years later, they were ready to give

42 august zorz | www.mainlinetoday.com

up. “So many of the houses we looked
at had the typical characteristics of a
Chester County farmhouse, with small
rooms,” says Jeff. “We wanted more of an
open floor plan with larger rooms.”

Then they stumbled onto a property
less than a half-mile from their home.
Situated at the end of a long, private drive-
way winding through the woods, the large
contemporary house was built in the early
1980s on a clearing of more than eight
acres. Its open layout and large rooms
were begging for renovation.

Enter Spence Kass of Kass & Associates
of Philadelphia. “The house looked like
one you'd see in the mountains or out
West,” says Kass. “It didn’t have any great
character, other than being a contempo-
rary home.”

Always thinking ahead, Susan had
compiled a portfolio filled with images
collected over more than two decades.
Kass welcomed the visuals as inspiration.
“We work better when the clients have
their own dreams and visions than we do

if they just give us a continued on page 46

resources architect: Spence Kass, Kass & Associates, 1921 Fairmount Ave., Philadelphia; (215) 665-9140, kassarchitects.com.
builder: E.B. Mahoney Builders, 718 W. Lancaster Ave., Bryn Mawr; (610) 527-6584, ebmahoney.com.
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habitat continued from page 42
blank slate,” he says. “It’s actually a pre-
ferred way of working for us.”

The couple also shared a love of the
George V, their favorite hotel in Paris.
“It’s usually where we stay when we visit,”
says Susan.

In a stroke of luck, Kass already had a
trip to Paris planned around the time he
started working with the Hedricks, so
he was able to get a firsthand look. “It’s
probably one of the most elegant hotels
in the city,” says Susan. “Its Old World
charm is why we love it so much.”

Back in Malvern, the Hedricks’ proj-
ect entailed a complete renovation of the
home’s interior and exterior—everything
from installing a geothermal system to
updating the fagade with stucco and
stonework, to adding a sweeping staircase
inside. French doors were introduced in
the sunroom, along with the dining and
living areas.

“Rather than casement windows,
Jeff suggested that we add two sets of
French doors in the dormers to match the
sets of French doors below,” says Kass.
“It not only looks great but also brings so
much natural light into the room.”

4653 West Chester Pike ¢ Newtown Square ¢
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The pool
and backyard.

The living room’s new vaulted ceiling
allowed for another set of French doors
in a second-floor bedroom, along with a
wrought iron Juliet balcony that overlooks
the living area. The same wrought iron
reappears in the railings of an open hall-
way that also overlooks the space.

The interior design throughout the
home is Susan’s work. “Design is some-
thing I've always loved,” says Susan, who
does portrait sculpture in her spare time.
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610-325-2094

“I wanted to keep the furnishings and
accessories simple. I'm not one for over-
decorating,”

Many of the furnishings are things
Susan and Jeff have inherited, or pieces like
the two settees in the living room, which
Susan found in a local antiques shop. A
baby grand piano is a major focal point.

Herringbone oak floors define the for-
mal spaces, and a faux limestone chimney
painted by artist David Bruce Michener
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" Viagra®, Levitra®
not working?

No help from Viagra®, Levitra® or Cialis®? Tired of injection therapy? Roughly 30% of men
will not respond to oral therapies prescribed for Erectile Dysfunction (E.D.), leaving millions
of men looking for a solution. “When Viagra and other treatments fail, the best option may
be an inflatable penile implant (IPI),” says Dr. Bruce Garber of The Philadelphia Impotence
Foundation. An IP! is a saline-filled device, inserted as an outpatient procedure. An IPl is
completely internal, and is undetectable by most women. Squeezing the pump results in

a rigid erection. Squeezing the release valve allows the penis to return to a non-rigid state.
Penile sensation, pleasure, ejaculation and orgasm are maintained. Most importantly, an IPI
can restore a man's sexual confidence. IPl's are FDA-approved, have excellent reliability and
satisfaction rates, and are covered by many insurance plans. To get detailed information,
visit our website. Then schedule a confidential consultation with Dr. Garber, Philly’s premiere
implant surgeon.

To make an appointment or to learn about
upcoming seminars, please contact

BRUCE B. GARBER, MD, FACS
Board Certified & Recertified in Urology

The Philadelphia Impotence Foundation
215-247-3082 | www.garber-online.com
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realistically accentuates the existing lime-
stone fireplace. Michener also painted a
subtle sky scene in the dining room’s tray
ceiling, where a striking crystal chandelier
draws the eyes upward.

hen it came to the kitchen, the

Hedricks rejected the plans of
three designers and took on the job them-
selves, with the help of Kass. “We knew
what was missing in our previous kitchen,
and we wanted to make sure our new
space accomplished everything we knew
it could,” says Jeff.

Indeed, right down to the last detail.
“Susan loves to cook, and Jeff loves all the
appliances and gadgets that go along with
a kitchen,” says Kass. “So they both had
opinions and ideas.”

In keeping with the Normandy theme,
the kitchen boasts French doors with
another wrought iron Juliet balcony that
overlooks the property. “It’s nice to be
able to open the door and let fresh air in
while we’re cooking or eating,” says Susan.
“It feels very European.”

The kitchen’s island is so large that
they couldn’t find a solid piece of granite
to go on top, so they sidestepped the
problem by covering a portion of it with
a rich mahogany. European-inspired
travertine tiles line the floor, and a wall
of cabinets offers space for a wine cooler
and display shelving for special dishes.

The kitchen area also has enough
space for a small office workstation and
additional storage. “One piece of advice
I'd give to someone designing a kitchen
is to put in two dishwashers. It’s con-
venient and totally worth it—especially
when you're entertaining,” says Jeff. “We
also put in two ovens.”

With a master suite on the first floor,
the two upstairs bedrooms are reserved for
family and friends. Each has an attached
bathroom. A third room is an apartment
with a kitchenette, a sitting area and a
separate bedroom.

The Hedricks freely confess that they
were demanding clients, and they credit
Kass and Bryn Mawr’s E.B. Mahoney
Builders for having the skills—and the
patience— to execute their vision. “Spence
contributed so much to this project,”
acknowledges Jeff.

For his part, Kass will soon be return-
ing to the home to begin the second phase
of the renovation: a six-bay garage with a
studio space above for Susan. MLT





